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the noise possible, beating kulkuls, tin cans, drums, and gongs,
to frighten away the bodyless head of Kala Rahu and free the
threatened sun or moon.

The religious service of the pedandas, the maweda, consists in
the recitation of the mantras, the magic formulas, accompanied
by ritual actions and significant gestures of the hands and fingers
(mudra) to give a physical emphasis to the spoken word.
Through concentration culminating in a trance, the priest be-
comes the deity itself, entering the body of the priest and act-
ing through it to consecrate the water and emanate divine vibra-
tions.

A performance of maweda by an able priest is one of the most
beautiful sights in Bali. Such finished training, such showman-
ship, enters into its execution, and the hand gestures of the
priest are so thoroughly imbued with rhythm and beauty, that
the maweda is more than a simple prayer; it is a whole spectacle,
a pantomimic dance of the hands. I have once seen a revealing
film of a Nepalese Buddhist priest dancing with his entire body
while he recited Sanskrit mantras and performed the symbolical
hand gestures, and I have wondered if this was not the origin
of the great art of Balinese dancing. Volumes have been written
on the hand expression of the Hindus; The Mirror of Gesture of
Comaraswami is already a classic; the beautiful hands of Indian,
Tibetan, Chinese, and Indonesian Buddhist statues and frescoes
are well known, and in Java we find the statues of the Buddhas
of Borobudur in the positions of the mudras. De Kat Angelino
in his Mudras gives us the most thorough study up to date of
the Balinese maweda, painstakingly illustrated by Tyra de Kleen.
Only a moving picture, however, could give an idea of its eerie
beauty.

The most important activity in the everyday life of the
pedandas is the performance of a domestic maweda, done every
morning and on an empty stomach. Every fifth day (Iclion) and
on days of full and new moons, the maweda is essential and
more complete, with the full regalia of important occasions.